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PART 1
INTRODUCTION

1 Purpose

(1)  These Standing Orders contain rules for the conduct of proceedings in
the Niue Assembly and for the exercise of powers possessed by the
Assembly.

(2)  They are not intended to diminish or restrict the Assembly’s rights,
privileges, immunities, and powers.

2 The rights, privileges, immunities, and powers of the Assembly
[See article 24 of the Constitution]

3 Speaker to interpret Standing Orders

(1)  The Speaker (or other person presiding) is responsible for ruling
whenever any question arises as to the interpretation or application of a
Standing Order and for deciding cases not otherwise provided for.

(2) In all cases the Speaker will be guided by previous Speaker’s rulings and
by the established practice of the Assembly.

3A  Suspension of Standing Orders

(1) A member may with the consent of the Speaker move a motion with or
without notice to suspend a Standing Order wholly or in part.

(2)  The Speaker must not grant consent under Standing Order 5(1) unless
10 members are present.

4 Dress

(1) Members are expected to attend meetings of the Assembly attired in a
manner appropriate to the dignity of the Assembly.

(2)  In particular, men are expected to wear a coat and tie to attend a meeting

of the Assembly.
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The Speaker may exclude from a meeting of the Assembly a member or
any other person in the Assembly Chamber during a meeting of the
Assembly whom the Speaker does not consider to be suitably attired.

Smoking
Members and other persons present during a meeting of the Assembly
are not permitted to smoke in the Assembly Chamber.

The Speaker must direct a member or any other person who is smoking
in the Assembly Chamber during a meeting of the Assembly to stop
smoking or to leave the Chamber.

Speaker may order member to withdraw if grossly disorderly.

The Speaker may order a member whose conduct is grossly disorderly
to withdraw immediately from Assembly during the remainder of that
day’s sitting.

The Speaker may request a constable to assist in removing a member
ordered to withdraw from the Assembly.

PART 2
DEFINITIONS

Definitions

In these Standing Orders, unless the context otherwise requires:
“Absolute majority” means not less than 50% of the votes plus 1 (vote)
of members present and voting at that meeting;:

“Clerk” means the Clerk of the Niue Assembly and includes a person,
for the time being, performing the duties of the Clerk:

“Committee” means a standing, Select or other Committee of the
Assembly and includes a committee of the whole Assembly:
“Constitution” means the Constitution of Niue and any amendments
thereto:

“meeting’ means a sitting or sittings of the Assembly commencing
when the Assembly first meets after being summoned at any time and
terminating when the Assembly is adjourned:

(a) Until an indefinite time; or

(b) At the conclusion of a session.

“Paper” means a document which is ordinarily laid on the Table of the
Assembly at the time for “Presentation of Papers”:

“Written” and “In writing” means written by hand, typewritten,
duplicated, or printed, or partly one or more of the others and incudes
a communication transmitted in facsimile or otherwise electronically.
Words and phrases defined by article 82 of the Constitution and used in
these Standing Orders as they do in the Constitution.

The notes included in these Standing Orders do not form part of the
Standing Orders.
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These Standing Orders are to be interpreted as if they were an Act.

PART 2A
MEETING OF NEW ASSEMBLY

State Opening of the Assembly

On a day and date following the First Sitting of the new Assembly, to be
decided by the Premier and Speaker, there will be a formal
commencement of the Niue Assembly to be known as the State Opening
of the Assembly.

The ceremonial requirements for the State Opening will be decided by
the House Committee with the approval of the Assembly.

At the State Opening, the Premier will address the House on the
Government's expectations for the duration of the term. The Premier’s
statement will be tabled and forms the basis for the debate to follow.

New first-time members may deliver their maiden speech following the
Premier’s address.

PART 3
THE SPEAKER

Election of the Speaker

The election of the Speaker shall take place, before the despatch of any
other business, at the first meeting of the Assembly after each general
election, and, at a meeting of the Assembly called for that purpose, as
soon as possible after any vacancy in the office of the Speaker has
occurred. [article 20(4) and (7) of the Constitution.]

The Clerk shall preside at the meeting until a Speaker is elected [See
article 20(4) and (7) of the Constitution]

Qualifications required to be elected Speaker
Only a member who is qualified for election as a member of the Niue
Assembly may be elected as Speaker. [article 20(2) of the Constitution]

Clerk to act as Chair
For the purpose of electing the Speaker, the Clerk will act as
Chairperson.

Before a person who has been elected Speaker enters upon the duties of
office, they shall take and subscribe before the Clerk the Oath of
Allegiance prescribed in article 21 of the Constitution. [article 20(5) of
the Constitution]

Speaker to be elected by absolute majority
The following procedure must be followed to elect the Speaker by an

absolute majority at a meeting of the Assembly -
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Any member may, on members being called upon to do so by the
person presiding at the meeting, nominate an eligible person for
election as the Speaker if that person’s consent in writing to being
nominated is produced.

No question is proposed on the election of the Speaker and no

debate may arise in connection with it;

If only one person is nominated for election as the Speaker, the

person presiding at the meeting must declare that person to be

elected as the Speaker;

If 2 people are nominated for election as the Speaker -

(i) A secret vote must be taken, and

(ii) If one person obtains more votes than the other, the person
presiding at the meeting must declare that person to be
elected as the Speaker but if each receives the same number of
votes the person presiding at the meeting must again call for
nominations;

If more than 2 people are nominated for election as the Speaker-

(i) A secret vote must be taken;

(ii) If a person receives the votes of absolute majority of the
members, the person presiding at the meeting must declare
that person to be elected as the Speaker;

(iii) If no person receives the votes of an absolute majority of the
members, the candidate with the fewest number of votes is
eliminated and a secret vote must again be taken;

(iv) The procedure must be repeated until a person receives the
votes of an absolute majority of the members;

(v) If there are 2 candidates and each receive the same number of
votes
The person presiding at the meeting must again call for
nominations and the whole election must be held again.

If under paragraph (e) (iii) more than one candidate has the fewest

number of votes the vote must be taken again;

If after the vote is retaken more than one candidate has the fewest

number or votes the person presiding at the meeting must

determine by lot which candidate to be eliminated;

If -

(i) There are no new nominations when nominations are called
for under paragraph (d) (ii); or

(ii) An election held under paragraph (e) (v) again results in 2
candidates receiving the same number of votes,

the person presiding at the meeting must determine by lot which
candidate is to be the Speaker.
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(2)  For the purpose of paragraph (1) a secret vote is to be held by -

(a) Each member writing on a piece of paper provided to the
member by the Clerk the name of the candidate for whom the
member is voting and handing the paper to the Clerk when
requested to do so by the Clerk; and

(b) Unless the Clerk is presiding at the meeting, the Clerk
reporting the result of the election to the person presiding at
the meeting; and

(c) The person presiding at the meeting announcing to the
meeting the number of votes received by each candidate; and

(d) The Clerk then destroying the papers received from the
members.

[See article 20(1) of the Constitution]

11 Speaker to take oath
[See article 20 (5) of the Constitution]

12 Vacation of office of Speaker
[See article 20 (6) of the Constitution]

13 Presiding at meetings
[See article 22 (2) of the Constitution]

14 Absence of Speaker
If at a meeting of the Assembly -
(a) The Speaker is absent; or
(b) The office of Speaker is vacant, the Clerk shall, for the purpose
of allowing the Assembly to comply with article 20(7) of the

Constitution, preside at the meeting until -

(1) The members present have elected one of their number
to preside over the meeting until the Speaker is again
present; or

(i) A Speaker is elected and has entered on the duties of
his or her office,

as the case may be.

15 Members to address the Speaker correctly
At any sitting of the Assembly, a member must address the Speaker as
‘Mr Speaker” or “Madam Speaker” as the case may be. [Refer also to SO
78 Respect to be shown to Speaker]
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PART 4
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Oath of Allegiance to be taken by members.
[See article 21 of the Constitution]

PART 5
THE PREMIER

Election of Premier
[See article 4 of the Constitution]

Premier to be elected by absolute majority
The following procedure must be followed to elect the Premier by an
absolute majority at a meeting of the Assembly -

()

Any member may, on members being called upon to do so by the
Speaker, nominate another member for election as the Premier;

No question is proposed on the election of the Premier and no
debate may arise in connection with it;

If only one member is nominated for election as the Premier the
Speaker must declare that member to be elected as the Premier;

If 2 members are nominated for election as the Premier -

()
(i)

A secret vote must be taken;

If one member obtains more votes than the other the Speaker
must declare that member to be elected as the Premier but if
each receive the same number of votes the Speaker must again
call for nominations;

If more than 2 members are nominated for election as the Premier

(1)
(i)

A secret vote must be taken;

If a member receives the votes of an absolute majority of the
members, the Speaker must declare that member to be elected
as the Premier;

If no member receives the votes of an absolute majority of the
members, the candidate with the fewest number of votes is
eliminated and a secret vote must again be taken;

The procedure must be repeated until a member receives the
votes of an absolute majority of the members;
If there are 2 candidates and each receives the same number

of votes the Speaker must again call for nominations and the
whole election must be held again;

If under paragraph (e) (iii) more than one candidate has the fewest
number of votes the vote must be taken again.
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(g) If after the vote is retaken more than one candidate has the fewest
number of votes the votes the Speaker must determine by lot which
candidate is to be eliminated;

(h) If-
(i) There are no new nominations when nominations are call for
under paragraph (d) (ii); or
(ii) An election held under paragraph (e) (v) again results in 2

candidates receiving the same number of votes, the Speaker
must determine by lot which candidate is to be the Premier.

For the purpose of paragraph (1) a secret vote is to be held by -

(a) Each member writing on a piece of a paper provided to the
member by the Clerk the name of the candidate for whom the
member is voting and handing the paper to the Clerk when
requested to do so by the Clerk; and

(b) The Clerk reporting the result of the election to the Speaker; and

(¢) The Speaker announcing to the meeting the number of votes
received by each candidate; and

(d) The Clerk then destroying the papers received from the members.
[Absolute majority means that if there are 20 members present and
voting a candidate must receive at least 11 votes to be elected, not
just the most votes]

PART 6
APPOINTMENT OF MINISTERS

Appointment of Ministers by the Premier
[See article 5 of the Constitution]

Each Minister must take Oath of Allegiance
[See article 10 of the Constitution]

PART 7
LANGUAGE THAT MAY BE USED IN THE ASSEMBLY

Language
[See article 23 of the Constitution]

PART 8
SEATING OF MEMBERS

Seating of members

For the first meeting of the Assembly after a general election the Clerk
must allocate a seat in the Assembly Chamber to each member in
alphabetical order of each member’s family name starting to the right of
the Speaker’s chair.
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